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On 5 April last year, on behalf of Scottish Ministers, I wrote to you to advise of a change in
UK policy concerning the production and use of desinewed meat (DSM) which, you may
recall, the Food Standards Agency implemented by the introduction of a UK moratorium on
these activities.

I undertook to keep you updated of future developments, and I am writing to let you know
that further to a mandate issued by the European Commission in July 2012, the European
Food Safety Authority has published its Scientific Opinion on the public health risks related to
mechanically separated meat (MSM) derived from poultry and swine, which is relevant to the
UK moratorium on DSM. I attach a copy of the Opinion for your information.

I am advised by the Food Standards Agency that the Opinion is welcomed and that the
European Commission will be presenting it at a meeting of the EU Standing Committee on
Food Chain and Animal Health on 16 April. Detailed discussions at working group level are
expected to follow on from this and the UK Government will continue to press the
Commission to ensure that these discussions begin without delay.

Whilst these are positive developments, the impact of the Opinion on the scope and duration
of the current UK moratorium will not be known until the working group discussions with the
Commission and Member States are well advanced.
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I am writing along similar lines to the Convenors of the Health and Sport Committee,
European and External Relations Committee, and Economy, Energy and Tourism
Committee.

Michael Matheson
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